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Abraham Caftres, Eſq; 


His Majeſty's Conſul General, 
AND 


To all the Worthy Members 


oy TS 


BRITISH FACTORY, 


REsTDIxo AT 


S 4 0 N 


TN THE. 
King DOM of Portugal ; 


THIS SERMON 
Is moſt humbly Dedicated, 


As a Teſtimony of Gratitude for the many 
Favours they have conferred upon 


Their moſt Obliged, 
Moſt Obedient, 
And moſt Devoted, 
Humble Servant, 
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St. Parker. 
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Prov. xiv. 34. 


Righteouſneſs exalteth a Wation, 


but Sin is the Reproach of any 
_ 


= N the Language of Scrip- 
ture, Righteouſneſs is com- 
monly underſtood as a Term 
of large Extent, which com- 
prehends in its Idea the uni- 
verſal Practice of all moral and religious 
Duties: And this appears to be its Mean- 

ing in the Words before us, where we 


find it oppoſed to a general Expreſſion, 


which denotes a Breach or Neglect of 
both. 


The peculiar Tendency of Righteouſ- 
neſs, to promote publick, as well as per- 


ſonal Felicity, is frequently inculcated by 
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„ 
the great Author of my Text; and howſo- 
ever this wiſe and religious Aphoriſm may 
be controverted by the Advocates of Vice, 
every cool and diſpaſſionate Enquirer, in 
Spite of all the Subtilty of the Sophiſt, 

and Raillery of the Libertine, will find it 
ſupported by the moſt ſolid Arguments of 
Truth and Reaſon, and in the End pro- 
nounce it to be the Band and Cement of 
ſocial Happineſs, * exalteth 
a Nation, Se. 


In order to  Muſirate the Truth of this 
Propoſition, I intend, ,. 


I. To ſet forth the beneficial Influence 
which Righteouſneſs derives on the Com- 
monwealth: And under this Head, I 
ſhall include not only moral, but Chri- 
{tian Raghtcoulneh, by Provings 


1/?, That the practice of moral Juſtice 
is neceſſary not only to the Happineſs, but 
to the very Being of Society. And, 


2dly, That the Chriſtian Religion, pro- 


&fled 1 in Purity, is better adapted to en- 
force 


(9) 
force this Practice, than any Syſtem that 
ever went before it. From hence I ſhall 


II. Deduce the Obligation we are under 
to hold faſt the Proteſtant Profeſſion; and 
thoſe cogent Motives, which conſequently 


attach us to our preſent happy Conſtitu- 
tion. And ſhall conclude, 


III. And laſtly, with ſuggeſting ſuch 
Sentiments, as the late Danger of this 
Conſtitution (which tho” repreſſed, is not 


yet expelled) ought to infuſe into our 
Minds. 


1/2, I am to ſet forth the beneficial Influ- 
ence, which Righteouſneſs, both moral 
and Chriſtian, derives on the Common- 
wealth. 


Mankind, conſidered in a State of Na- 
ture, neither informed by Religion, nor 
reſtrained by any Civil Inſtitution, ſeem to 
be leſs framed to aſſociate in Numbers than 
any Set of Beings in the Creation : For as 
they are acted by Paſſions, far more nume- 
rous and intenſe than any other Creature, 
and ſince in the State p the ſtrong- 


eſt 


(10) 

eſt of theſe Paſſions, uncircumſcribed by 
any Law, either external or internal, muſt 
be the ſole Motive of Action; it is eaſy to 
conceive the infinite Diſorder, which muſt 
neceſſarily ariſe from ſuch an Aſſociation. 


In tha Purſuit of every Object, each 
Individual muſt meet with numberleſs 
Competitions, that can only be decided by 
ſuperior Strength, or ſuperior Cunning; 
and befides this endleſs Oppeſition, this 
continued Source of Violence and Fraud, 
the Inſolence of the Conqueror, and Re- 
venge of the Vanquiſhed would ſupply 
freſh Matter of Diſpute, and ſpread Blood 
and Deſolation thro? every Quarter. 


It is evident then, that an Affociation 
on. theſe Terms could never endure long ; 
but muſt either diſſolve itſelf by a total Se- 
paration, every Perſon endeavouring to find 
that Safety in Solitude which was incon- 
ſiſtent with Society; or, if this was not 
the Conſequence, either a Tyranny muſt 
be eſtabliſhed by the ſuperior Strength and 
Sagacity of ſome one Member ; or the 

Majority, 


„ AE OTBII 
Majority, wearied out with endleſs Con- 
tention and Bloodſhed, muſt enter into 
ſome Compact for their mutual Security. 


In both theſe Caſes, whether the Power 
was engroſſed by one, or remained in 
'the Body of the People, it could acquire 
no Degree of Stability or Fixedneſs, with- 
out an Inſtitution of Civil Order, and a 
Proviſion of juſt and equitable Laws, to 
inſure the Life and Property of every In- 
dividual: A ſtrict Conformity to ſuch 
Laws is, in other Words, the Practice of 
moral Juſtice, or Righteouſneſs in the 
limited Senſe of the Word, and alone 
conſtitutes the Peace and Union of any 
Society or collective Body of Men. 


But fince all human Laws, however 
_ enforced by proper Sanctions, may in 
many Inſtances be either eluded by Fraud 
or over-ruled by Power, any Eſtabliſh- 
ment of this Kind, unſupported by Re- 
ligion, could never anſwer the End pro- 
poſed. It is neceſſary therefore to carry 
the Hopes and Fears of Men ſtill far- 
VNV ther, 


(nn) 
ther, and engage their Conſciences on the 
Side of Juſtice and Equity ; ; which can 
only be done by convincing them, that 
beſides the Obligation laid on them by 
the Civil Power, they are likewiſe ac- 
countable to a Superior Being that can- 
not be deceived, and who will in the 
moſt exact Proportions reward the Obe- 
dience, and puniſh the Infraction of his 
Commands. 


Agreeably, we find that Religion has 
been ever deemed an indiſpenſable In- 
gredient in Government: This is a Point 
allowed by the Wiſdom of all Ages, 
and confirmed by the univerſal Practice 
of all Nations; inſomuch, that the great 
Heathen Lawgivers of old, well know- 
ing that no Conſtitution could ſubſiſt 
without ſome Eſtabliſhment of this Sort, 
were obliged to counterfeit a divine In- 
ſpiration; without which their Syſtems, 
both Civil and Religious, would not have 
been received by the People with an Awe 
and Reverence Proportion d to the Im- 

= Portance 


£233 3 
pertance of their End, (v;z.) the Practice 
of moral — and Virtue, 


Upon the Whole then, an Inflitution 


of juſt and equal Laws, appears to be 


the true Baſis of Society; and ſtrict Obe- 


dience to ſuch Laws can alone conſtitute. 


its Union, Safety, and Happineſs. But 
fince Experience teaches, that temporal 
Puniſhment, which is the common and 
only Sanction of all Civil Statutes, cannot 
alone enforce this Obedience, but de- 
mands the Aſſiſtance of Religion; let us 
carry our Reflections thro? the Frame of 


fuch a Syſtem, as may beſt attain ſo ſa- 
lutary an End. 


Firſt then, its moral Precepts muſt be 


plain, comprehenſive, and indiſpenſable; 
its poſitive, few and ſimple; always ſubſer- 
vient to, and calculated to promote the 
former: And as it muſt enjoin no Te- 
nets inconſiſtent with the Maxims of up- 
right Government, ſo likewiſe muſt it 
not eſtabliſh an n Intereſt divided from the 

Pablick, 
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(14) 
Publick, or countenance a Polity inde- 
pendent on the Civil Power, 


In the next Place, the Deity, the Au- 
thor and Head of this Religious Syſtem, 
muſt be deſcribed with Knowledge that 
cannot be deceived, and with Power 
ſuperior to Controul ; bis Will muſt be 
governed, not by Caprice or Humour, 
but by ſteady and invariable Rules of 
Juſtice, that the Agent may be left with- 
out Hope in Offence, and without 
Doubt in Obedience; let him be repre- 
ſented placable indeed, but placable only 
to Amendment, not to be appeaſed by 
the Diſcipline of the Body, but by 4 
purging of the Soul. 


th syſtem of ae. formed upon 
ſuch Principles, countenanced and * 
ported by an upright Prince, and pro- 
perly inculcated on the Minds of the 
People, as it will make each Man eaſy 
to himſelf, and juſt to his Neighbour, 
cannot fail of giving a laſting Strength 
to 


(15 ) 
to a Conſtitution, and Happineſs to the 
Members of it. 


If theſe Outlines are allowed to be 
ſketch'd with any Degree of Propriety, 
how miſerably defective, and diſpro- 
portion'd to its End, muſt the Heathen 
Theology appear to every conſiderate 
Enquirer ? The Gods, whoſe Number 
can hardly be aſcertained, are repreſented 
with no one Attribute but Power, to 
render them fit Objects of Worſhip ; 
ſome peculiar Luſt marks and diſtin- 
guiſhes every Character; and even the 
ſupreme Deity, their Jupiter, is painted 
by their Poets with leſs moral Merit than 
any of the reſt, 


Now though Mankind were deluded 
into a Belief of ſuch Beings, and that 
ſuch Examples of Vice were diſpleaſed 
with the Practice of it in their Creatures, 
yet this Belief muſt lay a very weak and 
inſufficient Reſtraint upon the Paſſions 
of Men, when they are at the fame 
Time taught that theſe Gods are fond of 


the 


( 16) 
the Blood of Bulls and Rams, and that 
every Sin may be blotted from their Re- 
membrance by an expiatory Sacrifice. And 
we have an uncontroverted Authority, 
that this Inconvenience -was chargeable 
| likewiſe in ſome Degrees on the Moſaical 
Law; which contained fo great a Number 
of poſitive Injunctions, that Men were 
induced to believe, a ſcrupulous Punctua- 
lity in obſerving theſe would atone for the 
e of N Moral Frecept. | 


To this Abuſe the Prophet Hoſea alludes, 
(ſpeaking in the Perſon of God) 7 deſired 
Mercy and not * Sacrifice, and the Know- 


edge of God more than Burnt-offerings. 
And our Blefled Saviour has, on the ſame 


Account, denounced Woe to the Scribes 
and Phariſees, who gloried in a puncti- 
lious Obſervance of every minute Cir- 
cumſtance; + Wo, ſays he, unto you, 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites; for 
you pay Tithe of Mint, Anniſe and Cum- 
min, and bave omitted the veigbtier 
Matters 

* Hol. vi. 6. 

+ Matt. xxiii. 23. 


(37) 
Matters of the Law, Fudgment, Mercy, 
and Faith. 


From theſe Premiſſes we may eaſily col- 
lect both the Reaſon and Neceflity of the 
Goſpel Revelation, The Almighty ha- 


ving long beheld the groſs Idolatry and 


Corruption of the Heathen World, and 
ſeeing the Fews, his peculiar People, 
whom he had ſever'd from the reſt of 
Mankind, to ſet his Name among them, 
departing from the Power, and attach'd 


only to the Form of Godlineſs, at length, 


in his Fulneſs of Time, was graciouſly 
pleaſed to ſend his Son into the World, to 
reform both the Sentiments and the Lives 
of Men, and to inſtruct them in a Reli- 
gion, calculated to make them eaſy and 
_ contented in this Life, and happy be- 
yond Conception in the next. This 
Religion, though it was confirmed by a 
ſtupendous Series of Miracles, and ſealed 
by the Blood of its divine Author, and 
an Army of Martyrs, owed its ſurpriſing 
Progreſs, not ſo much to theſe external 
Proofs of its Divinity, as to that internal 
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(1B) 

Purity of Dodrine it every where diſ- 
plays: It appeals to the common Rea- 
ſon of Mankind, as a moſt clear and 
comprehenſive Scheme of Morality, mo- 
del'd to ſerve every Purpoſe of upright 
Government, by inſtilling the Principles 
of Peace and Order, and enjoining on 
Men's Conſcienccs the Obligation of every 
ſocial Virtue. 


It was before obſerved, that the Num- 
ber and Intenſeneſs of human Paſſions 
muſt make Society in a State of Nature 
abſolutely impracticable; all muſt be 
Diſorder, Confuſion, and Bloodſhed; 
conſequently that Community muſt ap- 
pear to be beſt regulated, and its Mem- 
bers moſt ſecure and bappy, where the 
Exceſs of theſe Paſſions is moſt ſtrongly 
guarded againſt; now Chriſtianity has 
laid the Reſtraint deeper than any Syſtem 
of Morality that ever went before it; it 
not only condemns every Luſt when 
ripen'd into Action, but ſtifles it in its 
firſt Conception, by rendering even the 
Imagination criminal, * 


But 
* See Matt. v. 28. 


( 19 9 


But to ſet forth its Purity and Excel- 
lence in their proper Light, let us try 
it by thoſe Principles we before laid 
down. 


Are not its moral Precepts plain and 
comprehenſive? Yes; fo plain, that he 
that runneth may read them; ſo large and 
comprehenſive, that all the Arts of Ini- 
quity cannot in one Inſtance elude their 
Force. Strict and indiſpenſable Obedi- 
ence is the common Language of Scrip- 
ture; every Avenue of Sin is barred, and 
he that offendeth in one Point, is pro- 
nounced guilty of all.“ 


Its poſitive Precepts are no more in 
Number than are abſolutely neceſſary, 
to mark or characteriſe the Profeſſors 
of it ; Baptiſm initiates the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, and the Sacrament of his Supper 
is a Teſt of their Faith, and an Ac- 
knowledgment of the Benefits he has 
conferr'd upon Mankind: But theſe, 

n though 


* James ii, 10. 


( 20) 

though neceſſary to Salvation, are no 
otherwiſe the Means of attaining it, than 
as they may advance us in the Practice 
of Morality. Faith without Works, 
* faith St. Fames, profiteth nothing ; 
F. for as the Body without ihe Spirit is 
dead, fo Faith without Works is dead 
alſo. 


To proceed: The Holy Scriptures no 
where warrant an Intereſt or countenance 
a Power independent on the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate; on the contrary, in that Inſtance 
whete our Saviour was naturally led to 
explain himſelf in this Point (is.) 
when the Tribute-Money was demand- 
ed of Peter, he claims no Excmption 
from ſecular Juriſdiction, but works a 

Miracle I to acquit himſelf of his Obli- 


gation to it. 


Laſtly, in this admirable Syſtem of 
Doctrine, the Deity is repreſented, as he 
is in Truth endued, with all natural and 

moral 
James ii. 14. 


+ Ver, 26. 
+ Matt. xvi. 27. 


(21) 

moral Perfections; the Rewarder of 
Virtue, and the determined Puniſher of 
Vice. He has indeed been graciouſly 
pleaſed to conſider the extreme Weak- 


neſs of human Nature, and to make an 
adequate Proviſion for it in his Mercy; 


but the Exerciſe of this Attribute is not 
left to a blind and variable Principle; 
it yields only to the Interceſſion of one 
Mediator, the Man Chriſt Jeſus; and 
ſincere Repentance with Amendment of 
Life, are the indiſpenſable Requiſites of 
engaging him in our Favour. 


Thus much, I hope, may ſuffice to 


illuſtrate my firſt Propoſition, and to 
ſhew the beneficial Influence which 
Righteouſneſs derives on the Common- 
wealth. For if a Proviſion of juſt and 
equal Laws is neceſſary to its Union and 
Peace, and a due Conformity to ſuch 
Laws is beſt enforced by the Precepts of 
the Goſpel, it tollows that Righteouſneſs 
in its largeſt Senſe, both Moral and 
Chriſtian, muſt be the true Baſis of 
_ ſocial 
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ſocial Happineſs, and give the moſt na- 
tural and laſting Strength to a Conſtitu- 
tion. From hence I proceed, 


II. To deduce the Obligation we are 
under to hold faſt the Proteſtant Profeſ- 
fion, and thoſe cogent Motives which 
_ conſequently attach us to our preſent 
happy Conſtitution, 


If what I have already advanced ap- 
pears to be founded upon juſt and ſolid 
Argument, there is no Neceſſity of 
entring into a direct Diſquiſition of 
thoſe Articles of Faith, that ſeparate 
us from the Church of Rome, to prove 
the Point in Queſtion: For if the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, profeſſed in Purity, is 
peculiarly adapted to ſerve the Civil In- 
tereſts of Society, by enforcing an Obe- 
dience to its Laws, and promoting the 
Practice of Moral Juſtice, no Man of 
rational Principles will conform to a 
Church (though he thought her Terms 
of Communion otherwiſe lawful) ma- 


ny of whoſe Tenets are calculated to 
weaken 


3 
weaken the Influence of Civil Statutes, 
and render the common Rights of Man- 


kind precarious and inſecure. 


Now it is a Truth of the moſt pub- 
lick Notoriety, 
Rome diſpenſes with all Chligations both 
human and divine; the molt 
Oaths cannot aſſure the Fidelity of the 
Prince, nor the Allegiance of the People, 
when her Temporal Intereſt may be ad- 
vanced by the Breach of either. 


She has new modell'd the Doctrine of 
the Scriptures in ſuch a Faſhion, as to 
make it ſerve to Purpoſes oppoſite to the 
firſt Scope and Intention of Chriſtianity ; 
which, as I before obſerved, was to cor- 
rect the Sentiments, and better the Man- 
ners of Mankind: Accordingly, the po- 


ſitive Injunctions of Religion are multi- 


plied without Number, and the Rewards 
of Piety annexcd to a ſcrupulous Obſer- 
vance of theſe, while the Moral Law 1s 
confider'd only in the Second Degree, 

B 4 ſubſer- 


that the Church of 
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(24). 
ſubſervient to theſe higher Duties which 
are deemed of indiſpenſable Neceſſity. 


The contrary Intereſts of Iniquity and 
Devotion are ſo artfully united in her 
Syſtem, that a quiet Conſcience is con- 
ſiſtent with the Gratification of every 
vicious Appetite ; Pardons and Indul- 
gences provide an abundant Security for 
the Sinner in this Life, and the powerful 
Efficacy of Maſſes after Death com- 
_ pleats the great Work of his Salvation. 


Beſides, the Church of Rome, from 
the Preſumption of Infallibility, has not 
only eſtabliſhed theſe pernicious Doc- 
trines, without the leaſt Warrant from 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, but alſo in all 
her bold Deviations from Scripture 
_ uniformly purſues her grand Point of In- 
dependent Hierarchy ; and to that End 
exacts ſo implicit a Compliance with all 
| her Deciſions, as is utterly incompatible 
as well with Civil as Religious Liberty ; 
and agreeably, wherever we turn our 
Eyes, Experience convinces us that the 
Slavery, 


„ 
Slavery, which her Principles impoſe 
upon the Conſcience, will by Degrees 
extend itſelf to Property and Perſon. 


In a Word, her Intereſt which muſt 
ever ſuperſede all other Conſiderations, 
tends to undermine every valuable Advan- 
tage, that we can promiſe to ourſelves 
from an equal and well regulated Go- 
vernment; monopolizes Wealth and diſ- 
courages Induſtry ; renders Poſſeſſion un- 
ſafe and precarious, and reſtrains the 
natural Freedom of Thought and Ex- 
_ preſſion. i. 5 


This ſhort and general Deſcription 
may ſuffice for the Conviction of an 
Audience, who have daily Opportuni- 
ties of examining with their own Eyes, 
the Frame and Tendency of this extra- 
ordinary Syſtem, and comparing it at 
the ſame Time with thoſe inſpired Wri- 
tings, on which it pretends to be found- 
ed. Her Votaries are rarely truſted with 
this perilous Liberty, till their Prejudices 
have gained a Strength ſuperior to Rea- 

85 ſon 


£303 © 

ſon and Argument; but it is not only 
the Privilege but the Duty of every Prote- 
ſtant to ſearch the Holy Scriptures for the 
proper Directions both of Faith and of 
Practice: And ſuch an Enquiry will bring 
a double Advantage along with it ; will 
not only diſcover the corrupt Principles of 
our Enemy, and the Arti fice of her Lead- 
ers, but will alſo convince us of the Purity 
and Excellence of our own Profeſſion, de- 
duced with the greateſt Truth and Simpli- 
city from theſe Oracles of Salvation. 


And as the latter will conſequently ap- 
pear moſt admirably calculated to forward 
as well the temporal as future Intereſts of 
Mankind, we ſhall be impelled by the 
ſtrongeſt Motives, both religious and civil, 
to ſupport that excellent Conſtitution both 
in Church and State, which has fo long 
' withſtood the Violence and Perfidy of 
Rome ; that happy Eſtabliſhment, from 
whence we deduce every valuable Blefling, 
our Aſſurance of Property, and Liberty of 
Conſcience ! Whoſe wholſome Influence, 
diſdaining to be confined within the nar- 
| row 


N 


row Bounds of its own Dominion, ſtands 


in the Gap againſt univerſal Tyranny, the 


common Bulwark of foreign and dome- 
ſtick Freedom. 


But I haſten to conclude, 3dly, and 
laſtly, 


With ſuggeſting ſuch Sentiments as the 
late Danger of this Conſtitution (which, 


tho? repreſſed, is not yet expell'd) ought 
to infuſe into our Minds, And 


1. As this daring Attempt of our Ene- 


mies ruſt awaken us to a juſt Senſe of 


thoſe Bleſſings we enjoy under the preſent 
Government, we ought ſurely to abandon 
all Jealouſy and Diſaffection, and poſſeſs 
ourſelves with the warmeſt Sentiments of 
Loyalty towards his Majeſty's Royal Per- 
fon and Family; we are to conſider our- 
ſelves under ſtronger Inducements of Ad- 
herence to our Prince than any other Na- 
tion under Heaven, becauſe (tho' deſcend- 


.ed from our ancient Kings) he derives not 


is Claim, like moiſt other Monarchs, 


from 


(28) 
from an hereditary Preſcription of Tyran- 
ny, but from our unforced and voluntary 
Choice; his Title is founded only in our 
Freedom, and is fo happily blended and 
interwoven with it, that he can by no 
Means violate the one without Forfeiture 
of the other. 


This is an Argument of conſtant and 
invariable Force, independent on perſonal 
Merit or Obligation of Gratitude ; tho? 
ſurely theſe might well engage both the 
Hearts and Hands of a People, who have 
fo long felt the kindly Influence of his Go- 
vernment, mild without Weakneſs,and juſt 
with Mercy. * When the Righteous are 
in Authority, faith Solomon, the People re- 
joice: And may not our King, like Samuel, 

$ challenge the boldeſt Traytor to produce, 
in the Courſe of a long Reign, one ſin- 
gle Example of violated Innocence, or in- 
vaded Property? Whoſe Ox has be talen? 
Or whoſe Aſs has he taken? Whom has ble 


_ defrauded? Or whom bas he oppreſſed? Þ 
Don- 


* Prov. xxix. 2. $ 1 Sam. Chap, xii. 
T7 VX. 3 . 


0 (29) 
Conſcious therefore of Uprightneſs and In- 


tegrity, he aſks not the blind Attachment 
of Slaves, but the honeſt Zeal of Citi- 


zens, awake to Freedom and tenacious of 


their Rights. But, 


2. Thoſe Sentiments of Loyalty which 


our Danger ought naturally to inſpire, will 
be of little Service either to our King or 
to our Country, unleſs they are abetted by 


a regular Conformity to her Laws, and a 
Concern for her Religion. 


I hope, I have ſufficiently proved in De- 


fence of the Propoſition contained in the 


Text, that the Strength and Happineſs of 
a Nation depends primarily on the Juſtice 


and Morality of the People; and that theſe 


are beſt enforced by the Precepts of the 
Goſpel, profeſſed in Purity; conſequently, 
the only Means of amending us in our 
publick Character is to reform our private; 


and if we are zealous to become worthy 
and uſeful Members of the moſt excellent 


Conſtitution in the World, we muſt ſquare 


our Conduct by thoſe admirable Rules pre- 


ſeribed us by Religion. 


With- 


(30) 


Without this, be our Qualifications of 
Mind or Fortune ever ſo eminent, we ſhall 
be at beſt but dangerous Citizens; but 
with it, on the contrary, however mean 
our Ability or Station, we ſhall ſtill con- 
tribute to the publick Union and Order, 
and, according to that of St. Paul, be en- 
titled to the Applauſe of the Magiſtrate. 
Wilt thou not be afraid of the Power? 
Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt have 


Praiſe of the fame. * 


Beſides, we cannot, as Chriſtians, be 
ignorant that an uniform Compliance with 
the Duties of Religion, does not only 
make Men better Members of the Com- 
monwealth, and give a natural Vigour to 
its Conſtitation, but entitles it alſo to the 
extraordinary Interpoſition and Protection 
of Heaven; + The Eyes of the Lord are 
over the Righteous, and his Ears are open 
to their Prayers: But ſhould we perſiſt in 
a wicked Courſe, without Thought or Re- 
flection, looſe in our Principles, and aban- 

doned 


Rom. xiii. 3. + 1 Pet, iii, 12. 


1 
doned in our Practice, what Pretenſion, 
what Claim can we have to the Exertion 
of that merciful Arm, which has ſo late- 
ly been ſtretched out in our Defence? Shall 
we not rather have the juſteſt Grounds of 
Fear that, at laſt wearied out with our 
Stubborneſs and Hardneſs of Heart, Þ he 
Almighty will give us over as a Prey unto 
the Teeth of our Enemies, and make our 
Sin not only our Reproach, but our Deſtru- 
Aion? Let us therefore, before it be too 
late, lay theſe Things to Heart, and think 
upon God); apply his Juſtice to our Fears, 
and his Mercies to our Gratitude ; So ſhall 
we be enabled to hold faſt the faithful 
Word as we have been taught, and evi- 
dence the Purity of our Faith by the Re- 
ctitude of our Practice; & As free, yet 
not uſing our Liberty as a Chak of Mali- 
crouſneſs, but as the Servants of Gd. 


+ Pſalm cxxiv, 6, § Tit. i. 9, 
Pet. Us 16. 
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